such factors in social evolution, but uncritical assertions, especially by so eminent a geneticist, serve only to confuse the issue.
One aim of the authors, as expressed in the preface, is to "introduce the concepts and methods of genetics to the general student." Though the professional geneticist will find, as always in the work of Darlington and Mather, much food for thought, the general student will do well to read with caution. Unique in the field of pathology, this publication contains over one thousand superb full color photographs of both microscopic and gross pathologic tissues, each picture complemented by typical clinical histories and brief descriptions of the pathology. All eight sections-hematopoietic, reticulo-endothelial, cardiovascular, musculoskeletal systems, the respiratory and alimentary tracts, the liver, and the kidney and urinary tractcontain an authoritative introduction classifying and discussing diseases affecting that system or organ. Unfortunately, the nervous, endocrine, and genital systems are covered only in part and are distributed sparsely throughout the book. The section on the hematopoietic system is especially noteworthy for its excellent color reproductions of the various blood dyscrasias as seen under the microscope.
So skillful and thorough is the workmanship, so handsome the format, that one is not surprised to learn that six years were consumed in its preparation, a combined effort of top-flight Army pathologists, artists, photographers, color verification specialists, and technicians. Material from the Pathology Department of the Navy's Medical School, the Army's Institute of Pathology, Johns Hopkins Hospital, and Georgetown University Medical School was utilized. Upon the responsible group should be bestowed an accolade for condensing so much information so readably into so few pages. The innumerable problems that beset such an undertaking are immediately evident to the reader. This book is an inspiring example of what can be done when specialists in diverse fields donate their talents.
A practical, succinct, ready reference, filled with visual information, this book will be of use to pathologists, medical practitioners, laboratory diagnosticians, and students. Long a need in the field, this work can be compared only with itself-an exemplary volume which will prove difficult to emulate. Once each year, the Macy Foundation proposes to bring together, for a two-day conference on the adrenal cortex, a group of active investigators in the field who represent different branches of science. In order to permit full participation of all members in the discussion, attendance is limited to a small number, twenty-five or less. Benefits of the conference accrue to a wider group through publication of a verbatim stenographic record of the proceedings, and the present volume comprises such a report of the first conference, which was held in November 1949, under opportunity to edit the original transcript, but fortunately for the reader the informal atmosphere of the meeting was not lost in so doing. In most instances the questions considered were clarified. Where information was inadequate to dispel confusion, at least the differing points of view represented at the conference were elaborated, by challenge and rebuttal, beyond that found in more formal publication.
Although many of the opinions expressed, and there were not a few, may otherwise never have reached the printed page, a fair share of the factual material presented has since been published elsewhere in grater detail, and it is regrettable that the report was not published until nine months after the meeting. That, even so, care in proof-reading was slighted in favor of relative promptness of publication is suggested by the occurrence of a rather large number of typographical errors, for example, "desoxycorticosterone" for "17-hydroxydesoxycorticosterone" (pp. 27 and 110), "45-pregnenolone" for "A5-pregnenolone" (p. 43), "formaldogenic" for "formaldehydogenic" (p. 135), and "androsterone" for "adrenosterone" (p. 148). Earlier Macy reports, reproduced by a photo-offset process and bound in paper, appeared more promptly, and the modesty of the format did not seriously limit their usefulness.
Despite intensive research on the adrenal cortex now in progress in many laboratories and clinics, the basic questions discussed so incisively at the First Macy Conference still await adequate answers one year later. The discussions which took place at the conference are in almost every instance as pertinent now as they were then, and a careful reading of the report should not be neglected by students of the adrenal cortex. Those less intimately concerned with the subject will find the book instructive, unburdened by preoccupation with technical details, and certainly enjoyable reading. This authoritative handbook, designed for the expectant mother, gives important facts about the anatomy and physiology of pregnancy and birth. The three trimesters of pregnancy are discussed separately and a complete course of diet and exercise is given. The chapter entitled "The Physiology of Labor" divides the birth process into stages and describes each stage, along with instructions on breathing, relaxing, and putting
